
The Vietnam War 

 

 
*The Vietnam War was the longest military conflict in U.S history lasting from 1959 to 

1975. On one side of the conflict were the North Vietnamese and the National 

Liberation Front, on the other side, the United States and the South Vietnamese Army. 

 

*Vietnam was under French control until 1954 when the country was divided into North 

and South Vietnam following another war. The North wanted a united Vietnam under 

Communist rule whereas the South was controlled by Vietnamese who collaborated with 

the French. 

 

*The United States first became involved when they took responsibility for training the 

army in the South but gradually began to send more and more troops to try and prevent 

the government from collapsing. They failed to do this and Vietnam was unified under 

Communist rule in 1975. 

 

*In the South a movement known as the Viet Cong existed. The Viet Cong was an 

insurgent movement (an uprising against the government) 

 

During the war approximately 58, 000 American soldiers were killed and over 300, 000 

injured. Many of the Vietnamese who died in the conflict were civilians, the exact 

number is not known but is thought to be as high as 5.7 million. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



1. How many years did the Vietnam War last for? 

2. Name the two sides that fought each other in the Vietnam War. 
3. Who controlled Vietnam before 1954? 
4. What were the two sides fighting over? 
5. Why did the United States become involved? 
6. What was the result of the war in 1975? 
7. What is the name of the organisation in South Vietnam that fought the 

government? 
8. How many American soldiers were a) killed   b) injured during the war? 
9. Roughly how many Vietnamese people died during the conflict? 
10. What events that have been happening in recent years are similar 

to this? What things do they have in common? 


