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Le Mans cars

race all day and

all night.

They are fast and

reliable. They

must keep going

for 24 hours

without breaking

down.

Racing cars

There are lots of different motor races.

Different kinds of cars race in them.

The Bentley Speed 8
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In 1997 World Rally Cars started racing.

World Rally Cars are faster than Group B

cars, but they are much safer.

Citroën won the car-

makers’ championship 

from 2003 to 2005.

Sebastian Loeb won 

the drivers’ championship

in 2004 and 2005.

This is the Citroën Xsara T4 WRC
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Fixing the Morgan 

(Part three)

It was Eddie’s turn to drive.

He had driven Grandad’s old Morgan but he

had never driven it this fast!

“Get a move on!” said Pat. 

Eddie felt better when he had done a few laps –

but he still wasn’t as fast as Pat.

Pat was mad by the time it was her next shift.

“We’ve lost loads of laps!” she said. “You’re not

yourself today.”
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It was dark, but Pat still drove at top speed.

She overtook other cars before Eddie even saw

them.

Eddie drove even slower on his next shift. 

It was so dark!

“Drive faster!” shouted Pat.

He put his foot down. The car roared. It felt

great!

“Freddy!” shouted Pat.

There was a car in front.

Eddie pulled at the steering wheel and 

the Morgan crashed into a bush!

“Now you’ve done it!” said Pat.

Continued on the next page 
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Eddie lifted the bonnet and looked at the

engine. He smiled.

“I can fix this!” he said to Pat.

“But you’re rubbish with engines, Freddy!” 

she said.

Eddie got to work.

It didn’t take long. 

“It’s done!” he said to Pat.

“Freddy, that’s great!” said Pat. She kissed his

cheek.

It was Eddie’s turn to go pink.
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Pat did most of the driving after that.

“The engine is running much better,” said Pat.

“What did you do to it?”

“Oh, this and that,” said Eddie. 

He felt happy but sleepy. He closed his eyes.

He woke with a jolt.

Grandad was shaking his arm.

“It’s lunchtime,” said Grandad. “Been having a

nap?”

“Er, something like that,” said Eddie.
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Quiz
1 How many hours is the Le Mans race?

2 What was the ‘Le Mans start’?

3 How many times did Bentley win Le Mans in the

1920s?

4 What was the nickname of the Porsche 917/20?

5 Name the fastest F1 circuit.

6 How many F1 drivers have crashed into the sea at

Monte Carlo?

7 Name the first monocoque car to win the F1

Championship.

8 What car did Mansell drive in the 1992 F1

Championship?

9 Name the first rally car to have four-wheel drive.

10 Name the car that has won the most World Rally

Championships.
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Glossary of terms

active-ride suspension A computer changes the car’s suspension.

FIA Fédération Internationale de l’Automobile.

The FIA holds motor racing events and

championships around the world.

flat 12 Engine with 12 cylinders laid flat.

landmarks Places that stand out.

LMP An LMP car is just made for high-speed racing 

at Le Mans.

mid-engined Engine in the middle – behind the driver.

monocoque Base frame and body are made from one piece.

reliable Won’t break down easily.

serviced Checked and repaired.

stable Won’t roll over easily.

turbo-charged A way of making an engine more powerful.

V8 Engine with 8 cylinders in a V-shape.
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More resources

Books

Racing Cars, Ian Graham, Designed for Success Series, Heinemann
Library (0-431-16569-6)
This book looks at how racing cars are made. It looks at racing car
design and tells you how racing car engines work.

Into the Red: 22 Classic Cars that Shaped a Century of Sport,
Nick Mason and Mark Hales, Virgin Books (1-852-27202-3)
Nick Mason drives 22 cars round Silverstone – and reading this
book is like being there with him! The book comes with a CD of
engine sounds.

Magazines

Autosport Magazine, Haymarket Publishing
A monthly magazine about motor racing. 

Motorsport News, Haymarket Publishing
A weekly newspaper about motor racing. 

Websites

http://news.bbc.co.uk/sport1/hi/motorsport
BBC website –Motorsport
Information and news about all kinds of motor racing.

http://www.racingsportscars.com
This website has lots of photos of different racing cars and races.

DVDs and Videos

The World’s Greatest Rally Cars (2001) (Cat. No. DMDVD4301)
British rally driver Colin McRae looks at the cars that have shaped
the world of rallying.

Le Mans (1971) (Cat. No. PHE8326)
This film stars Steve McQueen. It is one of the best racing films ever
made. Much of the film was shot at Le Mans.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/sport1/hi/motorsport
http://www.racingsportscars.com
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1 24 hours

2 The drivers ran across the track to their cars.

3 5

4 The Pink Pig

5 Monza

6 2

7 The Lotus 25

8 The Williams FW14B

9 The Audi Quattro SWB

10 The Lancia Delta HF Integrale

Answers
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